Annual Report on the Posts and Telegraphs

i

Department for the vear 1930, '

i

INTRODITCTORY,

Nobwithstanding the gencral n(mes depression the revenue
of the Departinent was approxituately the same for 1030 as for
1929 and it wax fcond _t}mrqz,} e Lo vmmﬂ cxpenditure, ss will be
seen in the statisieal appendices,

2. Telephone and Inland Tolegram trafiie foeremsed, as @iso
did Mouney Order business, There wias aogralifying inerease in the
sim remaining to the credit of depositors in the savings Bank at
the end of the vear, l-‘wrti<-nhn < will be found wnder the specific
headings and in the annesed eport on the Savings bBoank.

3.0 Nel revenue deelined from £U22.550 in 1920 wo L1 60Y
in 1930 o decrease of £U8 .}h {3 {he 1929 revenne, howevoer, iﬁ‘z‘, i}
was on account of Telephone Rentals for the vear 18930 paid in
advance in the month of Decombor, '§.§}f;’€?. The real increase in
reventse for the vear 193G s theretore 240

4. At the end of 1830, postal Baeifivies were available at 165
condyves throughont the k-nhm} andd Proterforate, an inerense ob S0y
offices us cowmpared with 10289 O these, 110 Post Gftices and thren
Travelting Post Olfices on the Nicerian Badllway were sfafled by
officers of the Posts and Teleeraphs Departinent ; ar filty twe
phum tha postal business wias {,.a..nmu:tod by DPolitical clerks,
Hration Masters and othoers seting ax Postal Agents.

5. The Postal Agencies at Uzvakoli, Bhagamu, Buakurg,
Badagry. and flaro were converted to deparfmental offices during
the wvear at which, with the sxception of Shagamu, telegraph
facilities were alzo provided.

8. Postal Agoncies were established 2t Ndeaboh, Nbawsi,
Ora, Lkare, Qleghevo, Mallam Maduri and Utonkon and the Agencey
at Abak was re-opencd,

7. The Travelling Post Office between Port Harcourt and
Enuga was diccontinued, and the Departmental Officos at Jemaa
and Nassarawa were oliose i, being no fonger nocessary.

8. During tbe yvear Postal Order buxiness was extended to
Ibadan Dranch Uffice fmd Toameaie, the latter office also wunder-
taking parcel post work.

Money Order and Havipgs Bank business was extendoed to
Ife, Gusaw. Bende, Zungeru, Bukuru ; and Savings Bank business
only to Numan. . E rom the Ist Beptember andﬂ;{vmm)t% were made
for :fall time facilities o be given at tiie Postal Agencies of Abak
and Aro-Cha h il

9. To meet public demands for additional posting facilities
in the environs of Lagos, wall pillar boxes were erected in fkoyi,
Armstrong Road, Fl nite “?otm, and at Yaba.
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ByrinniNGs

(e, Doring the vear a new permanent Post Office bailding
was completed qem‘z cecunisl ab Bu i\tu w, and @ new sewi-permasnent
office was ereeted at “nia;;z}r.

11 The © ’i‘om}m;,u v offices at Oron, Owerrt and Uvo have
been replaced Lo semi-pormanent buﬂ(hnﬂ‘s, and a similar type of
office Biax been orceled af Abak Ly the Native Adwministration for
the use of tho Postal Agent.

b2, The offices at Bnugn and Tike were exiended to meet

the growing necds both of the Department and public in those

reas.  Thoe parveel delivery =eciions at Port Tlarcourt and Onitsha

were much improved by internal strueturnt alterations, and at the

General Post Office. Lagos, alierntions were offected to provide

greater seeurity when dealing with Roegisdered Letter Corres SPON-
denee,

13, As stated dp last vear’s veport © Bush” buildings can
only be regarded as wnsalisfoctory makeshifts, an observation
enforced by the facts that in Tune the Kawrs Namoda olfice Was
wrecked by oa fornndo. and in Sepiomber the rool of the Keffi
oftice was blowin off. By the courtesy of the Hailway Depariment
a temporary offiee in s Radbhway building at Waura Namoda was
establishod which was utifizsed for nononth until rvepairs to ihe
Post Otlice were eilectad,

14 The wnstallation of alectrie Hehting ia the Post Gffiees
at Port Haveonrt, Kave, Kaduna Capilal, and Kaduna Junction has
greativ facititated night working. particularly at Kaduna Junciiop
office whore considerable sor Ping bas 10 be done in the short inter.
val hotween the arriva! and w”m*:'it.zm of the main Hue treins from
CLaves, Kano and Jox on bhoo zsl;_;his eacl week

v

CORBESTONDENCE AND PARCTEES
(FENELAL

15, The estimated number of loflors lmmcm]% noewspapers
and other packet= and parcels post ted and delivered during the
TOAD Wi 14, 700000, an increase of six por coid. on the figares for
1929, Estimated Houres showing in det &11 the numbers of articles
posterd, despatehed abroad, and received from abroad will be found
in Appendix 11, :

REGISTERED ARTICLES

16, The number of vegistered articles posted and deliverod
rose from G97,789 in 1024 to R") 150 in 1830 an increase of eighteey
P et

PARCELY,

17, Pareels posted numbered 38,100 as against 110689 in
1928 a decrease ol Ay3 per cend OF vhe L1068Y parcels in 1wy,
however 2L woere Entcz:nzsi Official p(mv}, s, nand the zesrn!(;b;mm
governing this service were rvavised in 18300 The nuamber of
purcels deliverad was 1909 ‘h\u against 2RLOLT in P29, a decrcase of
183 per conds The ‘xumbu al I)(”t-‘\f;.‘*. vecoived from abroad shows
a decrense of 10417 on 280 Parcel despasched abroad inereased
he 116 As will be seen from Gppendix T The average value
of 1 Voreign and Colonial pereel recelved Las increased by ds 94,
and that of a pareel despatehed by Gso Lkl
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RETURNED LEITER AND PARCEL OFFICE.

(8. In the Returnod Letter and Parcel ffice 163,122 un-
delivercd articles wore dealt with during the vear. Of this
nurober 5467 were registered articles, containing negotiable docu-
ments to the value of L1180 of which 3,147 vm;h Tnclosures to
the value of £1,133 \ww retuimed to the senders.  Undeliverable
pamoh numbered D18, of which 225 were turned to the senders.
A number of these unclabmed pareels could not be returned as no
nante or address of the sendor was contained therein, and the
remainder were abandonad o the reguest of the senders. Parcels
which cannot be returned to conders are retained in the Heturned
Lotter Oflice for a period of six months (unless their contents ure
of & perishable nature in which ense thoy arve destroyed) after
which tho umu nts are sold by public suction, The amount thus
reatised n 1930 was £8 Is.3d. A veryv considerable gquantity of the
internal corr *hptlh(h‘!i('&‘ which is uncliimed and which subso-
guently cannot be returned to the se: u%dm is due to the name and
address of thoe sender heing owitted or being insuflicient,

CHARLATANIC CORATSPONDENCE.

14, The nmnber of fetters and packets intercepted under
section 20 of the Post (H;w Ovdinance -Charlatanie Oorrespon-
dence) during the vear was L3335, vemittances contained therein,
tolalling CAB3 1R, 114, heing retwrned Lo the sonders. This is a
vers considerable incerease on the aumber dealy with in 1028 when
053 letters with onciosores to the vialue of LI37 Js 3d. were
intercepted.  As stated In Jast vear’s roport, the persisiencey is
vemarkable with whicl people ordering sueh articles as * Brain
Pills” “ Charms " 1o en (zi)f s examinations to be pagsed, endeavour
to get their letters addressed 1o eharlatans dofivered.

TPOST OFPICE BANKING SERVICES.

(MONEY ORDERs. PostTAL OUDERS, AND SAVINGS BANK.
VoxNpy Onbprns

200 The extensive use of the Money Order systemn referred
to in last vear's report continned ahm)st ﬂn‘m}ghml" 1930, the
voar’s figures showing an incroase of 2144 per eent. in the fotal
numbor of Money Oriers Basued and paul and of 285 ;w cent. in

value. The average value of a Money Order fransaction was
L£156 s b :

21, Inland Monev Orvders have increased (issues and pay-
ments) by thirey-six pes cont. in mumnbers and 41°9 per cent. in value
The use of the iniund service by cortain mmmmm.(tl firms for
remittance between branches where no banks exist continued.

Details of fthe services will be found in Appendix 11

PostrAL OLDERS.

. 22, As will be seen from ;‘\1‘;pumii‘c IV the total nwber of
Postal Owders issued and paid In 1930 was 655,727 against 655,200
in 1929 ¢ a decrease of 1.176 ¢ the 1oial \-dhln war £417.937 in 1930
against L420100 in 19729 o deerease ol LE2163, Tlm AVErage
value of a Postal Ovder transaction was 12s %d. The decrease is
attributable to thie prevailing financial stringeney and consequent
decrease in the purchasing power of the publie.

T

?
?a
H
t



4

SAVINGS BANK.

23, A Tull detatled report of the work of the Post Oflice
Savings Banl will be fouand on pages 3439,

The amount standing to the credit of the Depositors, at the
close of 1030 was L£10.757 as against £37.743 at the close of the
provious year,

MATL SERVICES.
Gex EiAL.

24 During the vear ]9»“ the inland and overscas maij
gorviees wore pnn(madv and eiticiently maintained with a few
minor exeeptions. On three oceasions the outward mail steamer

vas 4 day late arviving at Lagos necessitating a re-nrrangement of
The internal services o ensure normal deliv ery. '

25, With the ecommencement of the new service bv the
Gorman Afriean Lines fo ‘wuufh Africa, avrangements were Taade
for the exchunge of direct mails between Lagos and Capetown.

INTERNAL MAIL BERVIOCLS, SOUTHERN PROVINCES,

26, Congiderable acecteration and 1113})1(»\*{1:10:3? Lo existing
services have been effected during the ve Motor services wepe
subsbituied for mnners on the Abakaliki- i)ansam and lesha-Ado
Ekiti rouies, and  additional  scievices were arranged betwoeen
Oshogho and Tlesha. A vegular bi-weekly canoce sorvice was
arranged betwoeen Lagos and Badagry, and the casnal mail service
between from and Mamnfe was placed on a proper hasis.

27 Howas necessary Lo provide aoregular canoe service from
Nemboe to Brass and Akassa, conse auent upon the Marine ‘)mmm
mont tm..ummtizw: the old Port Harveourt-Degema-Drass service ag
Nembe

280 A new cance serviee was arranged to connect the Posial
Ageney opened at Olecheyvo "Warrd Provinee: with Koko, and a
new runner service to o=erve the Agencey opened ot Ora mﬂ} Hon
was arranged. A moetor mail xerviee between Owo and Tkare was
inmum(m*ﬂ to conneet with the wain overland service Oshogbo-
Benin-Onitsha.

29, 1t has been possible to effect an aceceleration of three
days in the transmission of mmh ex the Lagos Express steamers
to the offices north of Tia on the Cross River, 3}1’ mieans of g revised
Iaunch service maungurated by Messis, Elder l)e!mpm?n and Com-
pany from the ist Novemher, 1030,

300 Ayrangements woere made with the Marine Department
for tflse mia il loreies conve ving the English mails to be tr ansported
over the Niger River hy the Steam Ferrv Nbhanahan, This has
acceloratod the delivery of mails #o Onitsha, much delay and
difficuliy having previousty been experienced in the {ransport of
these mails from the Asaba bank.

INTERNAL MALL HERVIUES—NORTHERNY PROVINCES,

3L The Bokoto-Mrgungu-Birnin Nebbi runner sorvice was
replaced by a motor service in Decemboy

32, The proviston of a departmental motor mail van at
Kaduna for use between the Capital and the Junetion Post Oflices
has effected considerable improveent in the handling of maily iy
this nrea.
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DELAY T0o Marns

33, Although some disloention has necurred o the mail
services through Hoods, washouts, derailments and other unavold
whle causes, no serious casc of delay has oe errred.  1n every case
cmergency arratgemoents have been prompily made for T()l‘v’\“!‘dﬂl“
lw wails 1o their destinaiions as expeditiously ex practicable, and

Hitle inconvenicnce hins boen enus sl

34 For some months, Hoods aud excessive rpain caused
eonsiderable difficulty in the transport of mails over the Owerrinta
Awamp, this section of the Owerri-Aba road being elosed to motor
craffic.  In other parts of the Hastern Division the heavy rains in
“wptf‘mber caused. numerous washouts on the motor roads necessi-
tating carriers being nseed in some cases.

35. For the period Ist June to 3lst October the Damatura-
Vaiduguri road was cluosed to heavy motor traftie, but, with the
e0- opvmtum of the Resident. the mails were conveyed by light
motors belonging to the Durnu Native Administration and little
inconvenience or delay was caused.

Loss oF AMAILS.

. 36. In January five bags of mails in transit from Jos to
Raduna were destroved by a five which broke out in a Railway
Brake Van. The canse of the outbreak has not been established.

Nl

37. The runners conveving a mail despatched from Maiduo-
guri for Fort Lamy in October were attacked by robhers in Freneh
Territory, aod the mail viotated,

33. A mail runner conveying the mails from Obubra to
fkom in September dropped two bags into a river. The bags were
recovered and the contents dried and re-conditioned and subse-
gquently delivered,  The ranner was prosccuted and convicted.

39. On March 22nd the mail runner from Bnugu to Nsukka
was attacked and his mail bag stolen. Altimugh exhaustive
enguiries were made it was impessible to trace the thief.

THLIGRAPHES. .
TRATFIC ATATISTICR,

0. During the vear. 342623 telegrams were despatehed and
S33088 telo“mmq were Uu*};*\mcu tthe difference being due to
external traflic) ‘ahOW"Hl” an increaxe of '8 per cent. in telegrams
despatehed, and 36 per cend. in the number delivered as mmpamd
with 1928, Inland pald teleorams show an increase of 4783 1
1930 as compared with 1029,

TrRLEGrAPH REVENUE.

11. Revenue derived from inland paid telegrams increased
e £1.152. Thoe service of standardised Internal {/hnamn 1w (frect-
i{g;s Telegrams abt a flat rate of 8d. tinclusive of the name and
sthdress of the addressee anl the name of the =ender introduced
1020 was continued. a list of standavdised groetings boing
cvhibited at all Post Offices. The rvesult was guite ‘wﬂhfdd()]y
5138 telegrams being forwarded producing a revenue of £117.
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ForpiaX avp CoLoxian Teuunauavs,

420 Foreion and Colonid Telegrams (Cabiverams, aid Tele.
groms exchanged by land lines with the l‘nn{i‘. “s\abt African
Selonies were Iess in nmmher than i 1928 0 200048 were despatelied
in 1030 as agrainst 528540 in 1S ~.: and 20851 woere veceived i 1620
as awainst THOTT in 1029 Ohvivtimas Greetings cablegrams handed
over tooand roceived from the Uable {‘.;mp(_m_\ i L0 numhered
L8 ——sevon mnrve than in 18280,

PELBGRAPIE WORKING—SPREDING 7P OF.

43, The policy reported Tast vear of introducing quadruplex
telegranic w o;hmw was furthor extended during the yvear with
wost satisfactory Tesulbs, T Split lufuhii;ﬂv\ clrenit between
Kaduna-Osiwgho and Lagos, with the * A 7 side relaved to Lagos
at Oshogobo, was bhrought into Full use in Pebraary and has proved
of great value in expeditiously disposing of the traffe bebwoeen
Lagos and the Northern Provinees, o Avgust o =p %"n; yuadruples
cireuis was aranved on the Lagos-Oshooho-Bouin line, the = A
side being relaved (o Benin at Oshogbo, A very comslderable
weeleration 1o tho tratlic between Lugos and the offices in the
Benin sud Warri Provinees has beon offceted.

AL A gquadruplex eirewit bebween Naduna and Kano way
brought into nse in Uetober providing a most vseful outlet for the
heavy seasonal ground-nat eratiie from Kano,

1. A new qelegraph Hine hoetween Abn and Opobe was
brouvelit inte use on the Uth Cetober which has vetiovoed the oo
gestion on the Hoes in the Hiotekpene, Uyvo, ket oren,

Frnuen amd Ay
'.'-%‘;?HHW‘,‘.‘& Ly ‘;){.
o oeireuits bhotbwoey

16, A much needed new direct Hine hetweon
“was opened on the Pith May, atlowing the wradiic
re-arvanged anfl velevipg e congestion on e
Honuga, Onitsha aud Denin,

170 Hnecial welezraphic arvmngenienty were made s Abe
chuta oo the oceasion of the Boba Oentonnes {‘{\I(Lz'm’(mq i1
Octobor 1o cope with the inercased Catiie due o the influx of
visitors, o addibions o zm- normal teleoripd 5>Ha‘-i(_ué-‘, #ospeeind
duplex cirenit wis ~uper-imposed upon the Laves—ibadan {ele.
phone trunk line, amd extra stadl provided, The arvangemonts
proved very satisfactory aid the additional beavy teallic was
Dandied without difficuliy,

o

WineLhss HECRPTLON.

it‘i, A Wireless Station was opencd on Sth August, 1930, at
Badagry for commmoercial 1(‘]0"mph use botweenr Lagos and Dads agry
fmdh Wm%\a 1 sabistactorily, 1t is however, o he regretted *’ng
TORTOT Use v Dot made of this servico by the public, the av Crage
numhu of messages per day in both divection= being tess than ten,

449, The officia! Wireless Peess bulletins have been v cgularty
reecived from Buogby throughout the vear both on long and short
wave receivers ; the long wave receiver being used for Lhe nridday
and the short wave receiver for the night L‘“us*pmm

THLEPHONT TRAVFIC,
HEVENUL AND BTATINTICR,
(Full peoritecliors will be foand in Appendices VI and VI
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ot The total sumber of iostriwents pented by }nl\(lw
cuheeribers on the 31s0 December, 19300 was 908, as against 817 in
tiae previous vear :corresponding ligures Tor uihiml subseribers
are 1,187 ,\gumst 1O totad Tnervase of 224

5. Cash wevenue derived Trom Lelepbones was L1008
including £1R1T1 from trunk ealls a decrease of L3175 on 1HZH,
but of the 1929 § figure= 22950 was collected in Decewher in respecet
of telephoue ventals for the vear 1930, There is a real increase in
telephone revenue over 19240 therelore of L2725 or twenty-live
per cent,

1¢ oi' officinl tolephone services,
ooz w1 )»(} as conpared with
3388, or twenty-nine peir cenl

3%, The oxti nmh‘d Vil
including frunk ealls, 1~» 4
£11.641 1099, an incvease of

TuLpinoxk KXoy

33, Three now excliangos, viz., ﬂi)(‘c..)‘i{_tﬂ?‘z.ﬁ Aba, and Bukuru
were opened for loeal and trunk woerking duz‘%sa}: the vear : the
total number of exchanges at the eud of 1930 was twentyv-iive.

a4, Continvous day and nighn attendance was introduced
at the Port Laveourt, Jos, and suicnre Dxcbanges during the vear
and to meet the wisheos of (he eonnmerciat comuumnity the ox-
change bours of attemdance were extendod at Ihadan, Apapa and
Calabar.

35, The usenade of the telephone trunk ines has nob been
<o exfensive as was anticipotod, but Lhis may be aitribated to the
grade shnup.

56, Daring the vear nublic Telephone call boves were
instadled at the Post Ofices at dos, Bukury, Aba, Bhute Metta and
Abeokuia,

ENGINENITING,
SN CONSTRUCTION.
Fatrawvay Tenmouaris AND TELEPHON S,

57, The Ho-tdoge tHaibway) signals and telegraple Tines,
and the Ringim- Neurn seetion of the Kano-Nguru braneh were
complobed daring the voar,

J% A Ha.i'l\x*;x_\* Traftie Control Telephone cirenit between
Port Harvconrt and Pouguw commenced By F9209, was completed and
handed over {o the Inuiwm i June, and considerable progress was
made with the construction ol a similar cireuit between Apapa
and Phaduan.

POSTAL THSL] u(éth;i’zi NEW CONSTRUCTION.

59, Telegraph lines were constructed between Lagos and
Liaro, beﬂ woeen Jox and Bakuwrw, between Aba and Gpobo (in sul-
stitution of verv old lines i Bonnvy, and an additional wire
erected along the Ratlway between Bavew and Aba during the
VOur.

RECONSTRUOTION AND MAINTENANCE.

6. The reconstruction of the Railway and Postal signal
and telegraph main Hnes befween Lagos and Oshogho was com-
pleted during the year. This work has been in progress for some
three vears, aund a very great iimprovement in the condition of the
lines has been effected,
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61, A great deal of work in overhauling and reconditioning
of lines has bern in PrOYIess (Emnw the vear and the standard of
maintenance throughout the country is satisfactory, with {he
excoption of the old Cameroons line which has bheen vory trouble-
sorne. 1t has been decided to abandon parts of thas line and 1o
handle the traffic by means of wireless : the apparatus is on order
and ix expected to be availahle about the middle of 1931

PRLEPLONES.

87, Trank lines between Jos and Dukuru, and between Port
Harcourt and Aba were opemd on Ist April 19300 The Bukuru
exchange with the line fo Jos offers mueh needod commummm@n
between the out-lying mines and Jos, the he adguarters of the tin
wining area.

WIR B RN,

84, Wireless Tele gmom and ‘Helegraphy experimental work
throashoul 18930 was ('011anm and Jdefinite pmpmah made for
the type of cireaii, wave lTengths and apparatus most suitable for
use in Nigeria.

Arrangements arve boms; made for the installation of Wireless
Stations in the Cameroons (1 at Buea to work tn Tagos, Bamendy
and Mamfe. 2 at Bamenda and Mam/le bo work to !)m“ :

WORKSHOGPS AND TECHNICAL TRAINING.

61 1930 has shown a further incerease in the volume of
work done. and the ganlity is improving as the Afvican Staff gaing
more expoerience. E“z;‘moz 1technieal tuumnw and Fuoropean super.
vision of the aetual work i< stiil mqmwd and will be necessary
for some time to come. The Main and Divisional Workshops have
met succossfully the demands of inereased maintenance and
spacial works,

TECINTCAL TNSTRUCTION AND TRAINING,

63, The appointment of Teehnieal Instructor was filled in
1930 by t-hv. promotion of an officer setected loeally. Owing to g
temporary shortage of stafl’ this officer has be en retained on
Fngineering duties, hut arrangements have been made to start the
technical school in Lagos coriv in 1f 31, 'Fhe need for this sehonl
hax been very muach in evidence for some years, and with the ever
inereasing technical demands on the Enginecring Staff, its advent
is weleomed by all cone erned.

VICOUNTS axp STORES.

66. The duties of the Accounts Branch have countinued to
be performed with efficiency and promptitude.  Asin former years
the number of Andit Queries received durivg 1930 has been Tow-.

fortyv-seven against eighty-three in 1924—and the 1 majority of these
dealt with the recovery of minoy amounts of Customs Dues shop,
assessed on paredls from abroad delivered in Nigeria,

M\i«\'[ 5OFRONM PHILATETIRTS,

67, The rovenue from sale of stamps to philatelists inerense
from L9805 in 1026 ro L2098 in 1930,
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STOR BN
63, The number of gencral engineering and postal stores
itews stocked wax 2200, Lo which muse be added 1,320 items of
stationery and printed forms.

69. The value of stores issued during the vear was £30,623
against £38,151 in 1829, and £20,551 worth of stores was taken into
stock s against £44354 during the previous yvear. the decreases
heing atiributable to the curtailment of the programme of special
works.

70, All departmental Srores were satisfactorily reported
upon by independont annual Boards of Survey. The number of
diserepancies between actnal stoek« and records was negligible and
affords proof of the efficient wsnner in which the Unallocated
and Maintonance Btores are supervised.

FINANCOLAL BESUETS
REDBURSEMENTSIN-ALD,

71, Reimburscmwent= in aid (Bxpenditure COredits) coased to
be a eredit direct to the Department from April onwards The
acbual value of Bervieo rvmiwod was L20.780 0 against £25,675 in
1929 an increase of £3,11¢

AvorNts CoLLECTED FOR OTHER DEPARTMENTS
AND UABLE COMPANY.

72, Amounts collected  for other Departments totatled
£70,670 as compared with £/4019 in 1920; there being a fall of
L£418 in customs dutios collected on 5.);11.‘(‘0.15, anl ‘ii‘i,i%‘».) in the
amount paid to the (able (.ompziz;y for cablegrams handed in af
Post Offices. In the Jatter case the decrease in cash collecled
does not represent a diminution of work performoed by the Deopart-
moent as the fall in the value of cablegram traflie is due to the
ircrensing use made h_v the public of the cheapest kind of cable-
aram {Delayed Letter Telograms) in preference to hall and fall-rate
cablegrams.

FREE SERVIOES FOR OTHER DEPARTMENTS.

73. Yaulue of free services rendered to otier Departmoents
increased from £57 476 in 1920 to £87.220 in 1830, an increase of
L£20749. OF the £87.220 the sum of £26.78% represcents the value
of {ree service performed for the Bmlw,t}«“swa sorvice Tor which
payment was received in former vears. The net inerease in 1930
negiecting the value of the Railway serviee is £2,960.

EXPENDITURE.

i The gross expenditure of the Department in 1930 was
£272,732 as against W"?;m{){}é} in 19% hpm'm] and non recurrent
expenditure decreased by £10584 the 1430 figure being £18,800
against £29,644 in 1920, The net l.("’ull‘(‘]ﬂ“ o\g)omhtm‘u. amounted
to £253.4032 againsi a revenne. which inclodes free services to other
Departments, of £206.854 The excess of recurrent expenditure
over revenue is inevitable in so vast o coundry as Nigeria, in which
the Departmment mainiaing very long lengths of telegraph lines
originally bullt and still required for administrative and strategical
purposes, but which never have been. and, for many vears to come
cannot be, commercially profitable,  The great distance fto he
covered renders the eost of many matl services disproportionately
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high for the amount of mail matter carried © moreover. the basie
charce of Ld.a word for telegrams s, for the swine reason. unve.
munerative from a purely revenue earning point of view. The
direet henefit 1o the trade of the country of choap postal and
telegraph comwmunications is however, very greaf, and although
the ultimate aim of the Department is to be selisapporting the
realivation of this aim st be subordinated for the present to the
interests of trade in genceral

FINANCTAL TRANSACTIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT.

25 Aw will be seen from  Appendix L the gross cush
receipts and payments of Postmasters during the vear amouwntnd
v over €1227000, These figures are exclusive ot she large
financial transactions invelved in the accounts with the Treasury,
and with the Postal Administeations of other countries. o

DFFALCATIONS AND MALPRACTICES INVOLVING
LOSS OF POSTAL MATTER OR PUBLIC MONEY.

OFFENCES BY DEPARTMENTAL EMPLOYHES.

76, During the yvear two cases of theft involving postal
maiter occtred ab Buea and Tjebu-Ode, and in cach case the con-
vietion of the offender was obtnined. At Ihadan a messenger was
charoed with cheating ameuther of the public amd was sontenced
to imprisonmmnent.

DEFALCATIONS.

77 Defaleations involving the loss ol post oflice funds
aceurred at Hbuate Metta, Abeokuta, and Agenchode, a case of affix.
ing used stamps on telegrams ab A b, came to Hebo ;o and a ease of
e bezznlonertt in econnection with the delivery of parcels at Kt
Meiin was also discovered. In exch case thoe conviction of the
offenders was secured.

OFFENCES AGANST 71 PosT OFFICE BY MBEMBERS OF PUBLIC,

7% A nuwmber of cases were brought against members of
the public. and convictions obtained, for various offences again.
tho Department. such as theft of Postal Orders by finding, obtain.
ing delivery of recistered letters by false protences, firaudulents
altering eablogram veeeipts, eredting a disturbance ina Post Offire
ete.  Following complaints of missing lotters addressed to o lirm.
it was discovered that the firm’s moessenger was the cuiprit, he was
waeht in the aet and «ubsequently sentenced to three monthe
imprisonment.

79, Owing to the vigilance of the counter staff at Kano in
Tanuary the recovery of twentyv-six one-pound Postal Orders stolon
from the purchaser at Azare six weoks earlier, was effected snd the
culprits were subsoquently tried and convicted.

BURGLARIES,

Q0. No less than six Post Otfices were burgied during the
vear but it is satisfactory to repori that no loss of public money
wosulted. The offices broken into were Ahoada, Ife, Imo River
Bulourn Telephone Bxchange, Febu Ode, and the Sarvevor's Office,
Tougu., At Enugu a small spare sale containing a fow papers was
stolen but was recovered. unopencd, a few days later from
bush.
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- EUROPEAN HPart CHANGES,

81. The subjoined table shows Balf Changes 1o Yuropean
appoiniments recorded in !} ‘,,;}U.

Nomeof Oficer. | UL O alected, | Dute. Rermorks.
i change. ' i i
E. Edginton ce 0 Pramotions  Controller of Posts 1 14300 Formarly Lrivistong}
i i : BUrVeyor, .
P L. Barkway ... e " Poluspecter, irwde Foo 100000 Vormerly hepsetoe 11
AT Javer : ;Assistant Btorekeeper, 10530 - - T.
G F, Duavies . & Assigtnut Eooineer- f B - Hvisenal
. | ; in-Chief i Hirginger,
HoH Payne co P ¥ew sppointe | Wiveloss Bngineer | 20.0.3800
; mend, ! ' )
S Medallin ! R WY
R, 1 haphcxm . ; TR W 1
B s Gl Urepper i " ; " [ A
L M, Wallace - v " ! S
B. A Thomas ... e “n \‘a, ctor, £in u%e 1L 160860 On franafer Mo Gald
i ; < Const. )
N. Robson .. | ; y . | 1038 On dpoaler from Gold
| { o . | oast.
WO Hay A " CDivedonad Bngineer T2 TS0 On bransfer from Pales-
; : : L time
. A Trerekeid o CTermination of VBaspecior, Grade 1 Pounas i Apveement oxpived,
: _— i i Apnointpent § :
C. Entwisle . . " S
C"i . ‘ W. de ia Court ! floversion 1o | Assisrant Bovekecper]  HB5
Copley o Service
oW, Christie ... o iTermination of - bnspector Crnde L1 Bl Agreemnend exnived
P Appointment l P
W J, Smith R« tivement Fagineer d3t Bangbth of Soreiee,
W. B lrvine et Besigpution & Laspector Grade 11 g
1 & AeCormick L. e | Tranafer fo ! Birveyor TR780 0 Po ibealiue,
. . : anothor Uoleny i o L
~ FoAskins oot Retivement | Assisisot Bnpneer- | 138000 Leagth of Rervice,
: ; ! in-Clidel
: E DR I I S 3111 e b TPransber io E in\lu eror Girpde 11 114 f)‘)lj o Prisan Departaieni.
' o ounether T
L P partmend. ; .
: 5, . Sharp . e Retimment Chief Aceonutunt P 27210500 Lenpth of Bervice,
B. leary .. wo ATermination of | Taspector Greade 1L 4 17-12:80 0 L Health,
Appointiaend ;

VERICAN HPA Y

AFRICAN BTAFE (HANGES AND WARTAGT,
82, It ds with regret that I have again to record heavy
wastage in the Airican Sadl, no less than 122 officors iaving Teft
the service in 1930, as dotailed below,

N e T e T T AR T B e r ey -

Lo UHaNaE.

i : Transfor 1 | Perming- |
Tt Mindt affented . . ; :
T affected tuoother ) Restir !Umnmn tion of i{c e Tnvadl Deat)
A - ) i rath
Dhepurt. | naticn, i wad, wppoitid- '; wenk, | ding, PO
went, ~ : ment. : ;
‘ et e o e e et eeree | e o 5o oo L - | i
i i : i :
aa " : : : ! . | \ f
Burveyors Staff - { ‘g 11 7 1 Vo . 4
Enginesring staff .. e e P 1 | 3 P G
Acconnts Branch i b e R A
Non-Pepsionalde : 24 L = e o 40 7
O OO A S S N
A ' i |
Toial .. P | I

The number of deaths in 1030 was one more than in 14929,

83, The result of the heavy staff shovtages in provious
years has brought into heing a very junior stalf in the Surveying
Branch., On the 31sv Decembey, 1030, of a total f}i o8 elevks no
less than 256, or forry-tive per cenl. Wore junior Srd Class Clerks,
the majority of whom have less than five ve ars service,  The
disposal of this junior stadf o the hest advantage, taking into con-
stderation the tinancial vesponsiblity involved ai all Post Olces,

]

i s matter of grave coneern.
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TELRORADHE TRAINING BOHOOL.

S84, On January Ist, 1956, the number of probationers under
trajning tn the Telegraph School totalied seveny-two, and during
the vear thirty-eight additional boys werve admitted to 1}
racancies in the Kstablishmeoent.

The number of qualified probationcrs passed out of the
schoel and subsequently promoted after a poriod of practical
training tofalled fortyv-cight for the vear. The engagemoents of
fourteen bovs 'who showed no aptitude for telegraph work! were
terminated. and one probationer died.

At the end of the year, the stadf position being less acute
than it has been for vears. it was decided as far a8 conditiong
poermit, o extend the period of tratning to be spent in the schouy]
to two yeurs, to be followed by one vear on practical fraining at ay
office in the Lagos area.  Hitherio, to ropair <taff wastauce 1t has
been necessary for the boyvs o he pasged out of the school as soon
ax they were qualificd in dlefegrmph working, their postal and
generai iraining being acguired ander actual working conditions.
The school curriculum fias now been revised to include instruction
in all bianches of postal work and counter daties, including Posg
Oitice regulations and procedure, jn addition to the manipulation
of telegraph instruuuents. Adthough the boyvs have to be in posses-
mon of sixth standard Cortitieates before entrv, it 18 found to be
necessary to continue to teach them local geography and mwoenta)
arithmetie. the more adequately to (it them for sorting office ang
counter duties.

It is {0 be regretted that a better type of youth is yno
atteacted 'y the prospect of a career in the Posts and Telegraphs
Depavtment.  Arrangements have been wade Tor the Telegraph
School to e transferred shorily to the General Post Office, Maring,
where the probationers will work under maeh better conditions
than are possible in the present school.

L]

(. B. HEBDEN,

Flustieiester reneral,




